October 1, 2015

S. Res. 276. A resolution designating the
week beginning October 18, 2015, as ‘‘Na-
tional Character Counts Week’; considered
and agreed to.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 298
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 298, a bill to amend titles XIX and
XXI of the Social Security Act to pro-
vide States with the option of pro-
viding services to children with medi-
cally complex conditions under the
Medicaid program and Children’s
Health Insurance Program through a
care coordination program focused on
improving health outcomes for chil-
dren with medically complex condi-
tions and lowering costs, and for other
purposes.
S. 697
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RI1scH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
697, a bill to amend the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act to reauthorize and
modernize that Act, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1014
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1014, a bill to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ensure the
safety of cosmetics.
S. 1099
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) and the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1099, a bill to amend the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act to
provide States with flexibility in deter-
mining the size of employers in the
small group market.
S. 1178
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RI1scH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1178, a bill to prohibit implementation
of a proposed rule relating to the defi-
nition of the term ‘‘waters of the
United States’ under the Clean Water
Act, or any substantially similar rule,
until a Supplemental Scientific Review
Panel and Ephemeral and Intermittent
Streams Advisory Committee produce
certain reports, and for other purposes.
S. 1214
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1214, a bill to prevent human health
threats posed by the consumption of
equines raised in the United States.
S. 1455
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1455, a bill to provide ac-
cess to medication-assisted therapy,
and for other purposes.
S. 1817
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
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(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1817, a bill to
improve the effectiveness of major
rules in accomplishing their regulatory
objectives by promoting retrospective
review, and for other purposes.
S. 1831
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1831, a bill to
revise section 48 of title 18, United
States Code, and for other purposes.
S. 1874
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from Utah
(Mr. LEE) and the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. HELLER) were added as cosponsors
of S. 1874, a bill to provide protections
for workers with respect to their right
to select or refrain from selecting rep-
resentation by a labor organization.
S. 1989
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1989, a bill to improve access
to primary care services.
S. 2032
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2032, a bill to adopt the
bison as the national mammal of the
United States.
S. 2045
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2045, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the ex-
cise tax on high cost employer-spon-
sored health coverage.
S. 2066
At the request of Mr. SASSE, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. SESSIONS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2066, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to prohibit a
health care practitioner from failing to
exercise the proper degree of care in
the case of a child who survives an
abortion or attempted abortion.
S. 2067
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2067, a bill to establish EUREKA
Prize Competitions to accelerate dis-
covery and development of disease-
modifying, preventive, or curative
treatments for Alzheimer’s disease and
related dementia, to encourage efforts
to enhance detection and diagnosis of
such diseases, or to enhance the qual-
ity and efficiency of care of individuals
with such diseases.
S. 2089
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. MCcCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2089, a bill to provide for
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investment in clean energy, to em-
power and protect consumers, to mod-
ernize energy infrastructure, to cut
pollution and waste, to invest in re-
search and development, and for other
purposes.
S. 2108
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2108, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for an
extension of certain long-term care
hospital payment rules and the mora-
torium on the establishment of certain
hospitals and facilities.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CORNYN:

S. 2117. A bill to prevent certain dis-
criminatory taxation of natural gas
pipeline property; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2117

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LIMITATION ON DISCRIMINATORY
TAXATION OF NATURAL GAS PIPE-
LINE PROPERTY.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) ASSESSMENT.—The term ‘‘assessment’’
means valuation for a property tax that is
levied by a taxing authority.

(2) ASSESSMENT JURISDICTION.—The term
‘“‘assessment jurisdiction” means a geo-
graphical area used in determining the as-
sessed value of property for ad valorem tax-
ation.

(3) COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL PROP-
ERTY.—The term ‘‘commercial and industrial
property’’ means property (excluding natural
gas pipeline property, public utility prop-
erty, and land used primarily for agricul-
tural purposes or timber growth) devoted to
commercial or industrial use and subject to
a property tax levy.

(4) NATURAL GAS PIPELINE PROPERTY.—The
term ‘‘natural gas pipeline property’ means
all property (whether real, personal, and in-
tangible) used by a natural gas pipeline pro-
viding transportation or storage of natural
gas subject to the jurisdiction of the Federal
Regulatory Commission.

() PUBLIC UTILITY PROPERTY.—The term
“public utility property’’ means property
(excluding natural gas pipeline property)
that is devoted to public service and is
owned or used by any entity that performs a
public service and is regulated by any gov-
ernmental agency.

(b) DISCRIMINATORY ACTS.—A State, sub-
division of a State, authority acting for a
State or subdivision of a State, or any other
taxing authority (including a taxing jurisdic-
tion and a taxing district) may not do any of
the following:

(1) ASSESSMENTS.—Assess natural gas pipe-
line property at value that has a higher ratio
to the true market value of the natural gas
pipeline property than the ratio that the as-
sessed value of commercial and industrial
property in the same assessment jurisdiction
has to the true market value of such com-
mercial and industrial property.
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